








A Centenary of Two Books

In 1883, one hundred years ago, two books on Newfoundland
were published. The author of Newfoundland — The Oldest British
Colony was the Rev. M. Harvey. He was a profuse writer, a pro-
found scholar and a dedicated Presbyterian minister. His book was
acclaimed in the leading newspapers and periodicals of Britain,
America and Canada in the most glowing terms. England’s Land
and Water said:

The story of Newfoundland constitutes one of the most in-
teresting chapters in the history of the New World. It is told
so attractively and completely that we doubt if it will ever
require retelling. It may be supplemented, but not
superseded.

Mr. Harvey was to write much more about us, e.g., articles on
Newfoundland and Labrador in Encyclopaedia Britannica; Text
Be~t ~f Newfoundland History in 1885 and A Short History of New-
for  wnd: England’s Oldest Colony in 1890. Much has been writ-

et ut Mr. Harvey and I never tire of his writings. His English
is «..<llent.

The <=<ond book published in 1883 was by an Anglican priest,
the Re  William Pilot. He was Superintendent of Education and
was conce ~d about our elementary schools; so in thirty-two pages
he gives us w8 Geography of Newfoundland. In the preface he says:

This little volume has been prepared and published in the
hope that it may prove helpful to teachers in making this study
of the geography of Newfoundland more intelligent and in-
ter--*ing than it has hitherto been in our elementary schools.

It is truly amazing what can be squeezed in thirty-two small pages
when facts a'~-~ are presented. At the beginning is a coloured map
of the Islana with its seventeen electoral districts and the railway
running as far as Hall Bay in Notre Dame Bay. In his half page
of History, he refers to the eleventh century adventurous mariners
from Iceland who reached Vinland which ‘some modern
geographers have concluded must be the island of Newfoundland.’
Pilot says that these accounts are more generally believed to be
fabulous and romantic. One can hardly blame him for concluding
thus, for the sagas said that they reached a land abounding in
grapes. He preferred to stick to John Cabot and 1497 and Sir Hum-
phrey Gilbert and 1583 as our true historical beginning. In the next
four pages, he tells us where Newfoundland is, what its shape is
and what its boundaries are. And then, real geography — a list
of all the islands, mountains and hills, peaks, capes, coast
waters,isthmuses, rivers, lakes (no ponds), climate, productions,
minerals and vegetation. I have deliberately omitted one, namely
submarine banks. It might help our case in the courts if the Supreme
Court of Canada could read what he wrote:

The banks of Newfoundland are large submarine plateaux,
lying to the east and south-east of the island . . . .More re-
cent surveys make it probable that these plateaux, at a very
remote period, formed a part of the island of Newfoundland,
which has been rubbed away by continual glacial action un-
til it has assumed the form of these submarine islands or
plateaux.

When he finished with physical facts he proceeded to the longest
section of the book — over eleven pages of political facts. Under
that heading we get inhabitants, religion, education, industries,
manufacturers, commerce, imports, exports, revenue, public debt,
banks, internal communication, telegraph lines, government,
justice, treaties and principal towns. Important places like Har-
bour Grace and Trinity and Twillingate and Placentia get four lines;
lesser places like Carbonear and Fogo and Ferryland get three lines,
other places get two, some one and no mention at all of Change
Islands. That really hurt.

The population was around 185,000, of whom *‘about 200 are
Mic Mac Indians who have migrated to the island from Nova
Scotia, and who live chiefly by trapping.’’

He says under manufacturers:

““There are in St. John’s foundries, tanneries, bakeries, shoe,
tobacco, soap and candle, woolen and furniture factories,
which afford employment to a large number of people.’”

That seems to be more than we have today.

You may be interested to know that Newfoundland’s revenue
was over one million dollars and that the public debt was
$1,350,508 or $7.30 per head. But against that huge debt there
was to the credit of the colony $746,277, part of fishery award
under the Treaty of Washington. Thus the debt was reduced to
a mere nominal sum.

The book ends with a page on Labrador, four pages of historical
facts from 1496—1882 and a list of governors from 1729—1882.
Very interesting.

In 1906 Pilot issued a sixth edition. He wrote in the preface:

‘‘Since the appearance of the first edition, the study of the
geography of Newfoundland has been steadily increasing,
etc.”

In fact, the increase was so great that the sixth edition was twice
as large as the first and had sixty-four pages. He had even heard
of Change Islands and Herring Neck, saying *‘They are large and
enterprising settlements.’’

What a nice place to stop and think!
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