








restoration by private individuals. It is a two-storey,
mansard roofed building with bonneted dormers. It was
built in 1887, Queen Victoria's Jubilee year. The house
was constructed by prominent and prolific architect
Ronald Strathie.as the home of J. Lawrence, local
businessman, tinsmith and farmer. Today it is owned by
Ed Abbott who undertook the restoration of the
abandoned property.

Prior to restoration, the clapboard, windows, doors and
roof had deteriorated and many decorative elements
were missing or damaged. The project encompassed
replacement of the wooden siding, windows and roofing
material, as well as the many,decorative features.

Today the house proudly proclaims its heritage with an
original brass plague situated on the front door that
reads “Jubilee House 1887" and the original doorbell
invites visitors to sound their arrival. The award was
accepted by Ed Abbott, owner

Doors Open events a-go for Summer
& Fall 2007 -Lara Maynard

Seven communities in Newfoundland and Labrador are
poised to hold Doors Open events in August and
September, 2007. Three of them have held Doors Open
events in previous years, while the rest are brand new
on the Doors Open scene, including the first Doors Open
event in Labrador.

Doors to special historic and cultural places will open to
the public for free in:

Carbonear - August 4, 2007

Grand Bank - August 10, 2007

St. George's - August 12, 2007

Placentia - August 25, 2007

Labrador Straits - August 26, 2007

St. John's - September 8 to September 9, 2007
Trinity Bight - September 22 to September 23, 2007

As well, Sherri Kelly is coming on board as Doors Open
NL Coordinator, based at the Heritage Foundation of
Newfoundland and Labrador office on Springdale Street,
St. John's. ‘I enjoy working in the heritage industry and
am looking forward to working with new people on the
Doors Open program, as well as learning about special
places in Newfoundland and Labrador along the way,”
she says.

For more about the Doors Open program or details
about each participating community event, see
www.doorsopendays.com.

Port Union Receives Registered Heritage
District Designation

On Saturday afternoon, July 14 at the Factory/Advocate
Building in Port Union, the Honourable Tom Hedderson,
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, and the
Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador
(HFNL), announced the designation of Port Union's
Provincial Registered Heritage District and unveiled a
plaque recognizing this designation.

“Historic districts are geographically defined areas which
create a special sense of time and place,” says Robert
Parsons, Vice Chairperson, HFNL. “Above all, an
historic district of provincial significance must have a
‘sense of history’, minimal intrusive elements, and the
district's historic characteristics must predominate.”

In attendance at the ceremony were the Honourable
Tom Hedderson, Minister of Tourism, Culture and
Recreation; Scott Simms, MP Bonavista, Gander, Grand
Falls-Windsor; Roger Fitzgerald, MHA, Sid Butt,
Municipality of Trinity Bay North; along with officials from
HFNL and the Sir Wiliam Ford Coaker Heritage
Foundation and citizens from Port Union and
surrounding communities.

“The district designation and plaque unveiling represents
an important part of our province's heritage,” explains
Parsons. “Port Union is a monument to the commercial
and social ambitions and successes of the FPU, and the
only union-built town in Canada.”

Since Port Union was first conceived by Sir William Ford
Coaker, and construction began in 1916, the town has
represented strength and independence. Visitors to Port
Union can still find the town’s original layout, and many
intact buildings speak to its heyday as a vibrant
international port. Through the ongoing work of the
Town and the Willam F. Coaker Foundation, the
community’s unique contribution to the history of the
province continues to be celebrated.

Districts contribute to a town’s attractiveness as a tourist
destination and help package the offerings a town has
for visitors. Towns interested in applying to HFNL to
have an area in their respective community recognized
as a Registered Heritage District can find more
information online at
www.heritagefoundation.ca/districts.html or call 1-888-
739-1892 ext 2.
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